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PRISMATIC goes live!
Our headline news is that GP practices have begun using
Prism for the PRISMATIC trial. Practices in the Afan area of
Port Talbot are the first practices to be able to use Prism as
part of the trial. In this newsletter, we give an update on the
PRISMATIC study and how GP practices are affected by this
stage of the trial.
Participating practices in Afan are now able to use Prism to stratify
their practice population according to patients’ risk of being admitted
to hospital as an emergency. Stratifying patients may help GPs put
in place preventative measures to help patients avoid deteriorating
health.
The technical issues which delayed the study start are now
resolved. We are pleased to confirm that all 32 participating
practices have installed Prism. This is an important step because it
enables data to be automatically uploaded to NHS Wales
Informatics Service so that Prism risk scores can be generated.

Which areas use Prism next?
Participating practices will start
using Prism between now and
March 2014.
We have already randomly
selected the next cluster of
practices to have access to Prism:
four in the Briton Ferry/Skewen
areas. They will start to use Prism
after Easter.
We will give each cluster six
weeks’ notice before they are able
to use Prism for the study. One of
the GPs working on the study will
visit each practice and give all the
necessary training. For full details
of the different clusters see the
PRISMATIC website
www.trustresearch.org.uk/prismatic

For previous newsletters and further information about the
trial, visit our website www.trustresearch.org.uk/prismatic

Updated Schedule
Area

Cluster

Date

Over the next few weeks, we will arrange to visit each
participating practice to deliver the study site packs. Site packs
contain all the study documents each practice will need, including
the Prism Handbook: A guide for practices taking part in
PRISMATIC.

1

Afan A

March
2013

Whatever date a practice starts using Prism, practices have an
important part to play in the study now by helping with data
collection. Alongside the site packs, we will provide questionnaire
packs for distribution to a sample of practice patients, plus training

3-11

What next for PRISMATIC practices?

(Port Talbot)

2

Neath A

April 2013

(Briton Ferry/
Skewen)

Tbc each
new month

May 2013
to March
2014
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PRISMATIC practices and the QOF risk stratification indicator
The new GP contract will include a Quality and Outcomes Framework (QOF) indicator relating to risk
stratification. We have agreed with the Welsh
Government and ABMU Health Board that all practices signed up to the PRISMATIC trial will be
exempt from reporting this indicator while they are in
the control stage of the study. That means that if you
are a GP practice taking part in the trial, you can
exception report Indictors QP 15-18 until such time
as your practice ‘goes live’ with the Prism tool. Once
your practice has access to the PRISM tool, the QP
indicator requirements will apply as for any other
practice in order for you to earn your points.
It would not be feasible to encourage practices
signed up to the study to use another risk stratification tool, as this would invalidate the research.
Instead, practices who have been proactive by taking
part in the PRISMATIC trial have been recognised for
their part in undertaking rigorous research about risk
stratification.
Jane Harrison, Assistant Medical Director, ABMU

News on study progress: collection of baseline data
from practices and health boards
We held five focus groups with GPs, other practice
members and health board staff at the end of 2012. Since
the new year, we have been undertaking interviews with
GPs who were unable to attend the focus groups. The
study team would like say thank you to everyone who has
taken part, providing views on Prism and how you
anticipate the risk tool will affect your work with patients.
Focus group and interview participants have given us a
wide range of views. The information is valuable because
it provides us with a picture of current knowledge
and expectations before GPs start to use Prism - i.e. at
baseline.
We are still due to talk to a very small number of GPs. If
your practice receives a phone call or email inviting you to
be interviewed, please arrange a date and time when a
researcher can talk to you. One point that emerged from
meeting practice and health board staff is how much
knowledge of Prism varies.

Why not circulate this newsletter to colleagues so
they become more aware of the research

How we can help practices
We recognise that taking part in
PRISMATIC involves short periods of
extra work for practice staff involved
with distributing questionnaires.
To help support practices at this busy
time, the study team will provide advice
and guidance to help staff process
questionnaires swiftly and efficiently.
Don’t forget that each practice will
receive their support payment after
processing the first set of
questionnaires.
Invoices will be supplied with the
site packs.

Do you have suggestions
for future newsletters or
want more information?

Email us at
prismatic@swansea.ac.uk

